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A MYSTERY, 
In the development of which the publick is concerned. 


Most men, who profess to believe the doctrine of 





endless misery, incorporate no inconsiderable share 
of mystery with the items of their. faith, and doubt- | 
less feel a dispesition.to do all they are capable of | 
doing, by way of explaining these mysteries, so as 
to render them intelligible to the minds of those 
who are so unhappy as to remain under what is call- 
ed the veil of nature’s darkness. This is certainly a 
very benevolent effort ; and even should they not | 
succeed, they will at least be entitled to the credit | 
of exercising 2 truly philanthropic disposition. En- | 
tertaining the hope that they will continue to mani- 
fest the same readiness and condescension to explain 
subjects that are dark and mysterious, especially in 
cases where their credit for religious sincerity is con- 
cerned, we beg leave to propose a mysterious prob- 
iem for their solution. 

In preparing the way for this problem, we will 
suppose what will be viewed by all classes of relig- 
ious professors a plain case. Suppose a Universal- 
ist clergyman in the town of Providence were to be 
charged with conduct grossly immoral, and that the 
publick believed him to be verily guilty, from the 
acknowledged credibility of the source from which 
the evidence was receivetl—Suppose further, that 
hte should suddenly take feave of his church, with- 
out even calling them together, and thus manifest a 
determination to avoid the least and all opportunity 
for any investigation of his conduct :—And in addi- 
tion to ali this, suppose he should at the same time 
leave a lucrative employment, and hastily remove 
his family into the country, where little or no pros- 
pect presented for their support ; would not the be- 
lievers of endless misery unite in pronouncing it an 
incontrovertible evidence of his guilt ? Would they 
not lift up their warning voice against such a dan- 
gerous member of community, and in case he at- 
tempted to impose himself upon the publick after 
this, as a preacher, would they not feel that duty to 
the cause of religion and morals called them to hold 
him up to publick censure, as one whose crimes ren- 
dered him totally unworthy of publick confidence, 
or publick countenance ? Would they not be strong. 
ly impressed with the belief that the 
of the christian religion, as well as the safety of the | 
young and inexperienced F * * * * * g required that 
his character should be laid open to the world, and 





he be frowned into that silence and retirement which |. 





his conduct sorichly merited? No doubt can be enter- 


tained that such would be their convictions of pro- 
priety and duty, and such the course which they 
would speedily adopt: Nor could the Universalists 
hesitate for a moment to acknowledge the justness 
and necessity of such measures, or to lend any as- 
sistance within their power to facilitate an exposure 
of so much importance to the interest of religién 
and morals. We are now prepared for the mysteri- 
ous problem. ‘Transfer the suspected criminality 
above stated, with all the circumstances and evidence 
attending the case, to an orthodox D. D. and then 
tell us why such vice is not as criminal in an ortho- 
dox, as it would be in a Universalist minister ? Why 
not hold up the one to publick view.and censure, as 
readily as the other’? Why all this appearance of 
winking at the vices of the one, and condemning 
those of the other? Why should believers in endless 
misery continue to afford demonstrative evidence to 
the publick that their fellowship with such a man 
remains unimpaired, by admitting him into their 
churches, and sitting under his preaching, unless 
they are determined, by sfraining at a gnat and swal- 
lowing a camel, to convince the world that they have 
no regard to the moral character of their ministers, 
nor any conscientious scruples about fellowshipping 
the works of darkness ? 

We should be gratified to have some of our ortho- 
fox brethren, who possess the ability to make the 
application, furnish us with a solution ct the myste- 
rious problem here proposed. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
THINGS THAT I HAVE NEVER SEEN. 
Mr. Eprror, 

I’ve seen a thousand things in this world, but that 
is nothing to you here nor there : it is my intention 
in this communicstion to mention several things 
which I have never seen, 

1. I have never seen a believer in the doctrine of 
the érinity who could state that doctrine in an intel- 
ligible manner. 

2. I have never seen a Calvinist who did not con- 
sider himself one of the elect, 

3. I have never seen a sane person who did not 
entertain strong hopes of his own salvation. 

4. Lhave never seen a person who boasted of a 
change of heart, but that needed a change of moral 
character. 

5. I have never seen what is called a revival which 
did not weaken the charity and increase the bitter- 
ness of two thirds of its subjects. 

6. I have never seen the doctrine of endless mis- 
ery reconciled with the character of God. 

7. Lhave never seen a man against reason, till he 
found reason against 

8. I have never seen a man who pretended to be 


exceedingly pious, but that would grind the face of | ge 


the poor. 
not an intolerable bigot, 





10. I have never seen a Unitarian Clengyman who 
preached his real sentiment clearly to his people. 

11. Ihave never seen the doctrine of imputation 
reconciled with the justice and equity of the divine 
Being. LOT. 

{We hope our will excuse the lib- 


erty which we have taken with his communication, 


in omitting two articles of the eatalogue ; one of 


which we thought unnecessary, and the other, a lit- 
tle too severe. ]} 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
Mr. EpiTor, 

Sin—Having observed a communication in your 
paper of the 16th of July, signed B*****, advocating 
the sentiment of punishment in a future state of ex- 
istence, and asking some questions, with an apparen‘ 
wish to enter into an investigation with some onc : 
and entertaining an exalted opinion of the gentle- 
man’s talents as a writer, it is with diffidence I enter 
the field of debate. But being persuaded that cool 
disputings are the keys by which to unlock truth, 
and knowing you, sir, to be favorable to investiga. 
tion, I send this communication to your office for in- 
sertion. ae 

Mr. B***** inquires, ‘ where in the scriptures of 
divine truth, which are to decide the character of 
every religious thesis, whether it be or be not of 
God ; evidence can be found in support of the sys- 
tem in debate ?” I answer, in the scriptures of truth, 
where God’s true character is delineated ; viz. pow- 
er, wisdom, benevolence, justice, love, truth, and 
unbounded knowledge of whatever. would take 
place in his immense creation. Deprive Deity of 
either of his attributes and you make him no God at 
all. Itake the liberty to pronounce any religious 
sentiment whatever that would deprive the great 
Jehovah of the perfections which the scriptures 
of truth attribute to him, to be groundless and false. 
Let us examine for one moment the dogma of God’s 
punishing his children in a future state for sins com- 
mitted while in the flesh, and see if it would not de- 
stroy the attribute of God’s foreknowledge. I think 
the error of Mr. B. consists. in his attributing the 

same characteristic to Deity that imperfect man pos- 
sesses. It is truc men punish theif brethren for 
crimes committed against their social laws—and why ? ? 
To try to prevent the commission of crimes ; not for 
revenge: But it sometimes may have been done 
through revenge. But not so in God’s government ; 
he has nothing to prevent, and pure love cannot pos- 
sess vengeance, and forek 0 vledge of whatever will 
transpire pregludes the necessity of instituting pun- 
ishment fora preventive ; and it follows of course 
that the reli us dogma ofa punishment in a future 
state of « eis a false doctrine, as it eye og 
ine shannon Or I should: have ane 12 
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Mr. B. should wish more positive evidence than the 
attributes of God, that all the human family immedi- 
ately enter into happiness at the dissolution of this 
mortal body, I will quote two particular passages of 
scripture, viz, Ecclesiastes xii. 7. ** Then shall_the 
dust return to the earth as it was, and the spirit shall 
return unto. God who gave it.” Il. Cor. v. 1. “ For 
we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved we have (not shall have) a building 
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” And furthermore, Mr. B’s argument is, 
‘* if the spirits of men immediately enter into the en- 
joyment of their God at the dissolution of the body, 
it entirely excludes the merits of the Saviour.” But 
IE think it would exalt 
the merits of Christ, if there is merit in being the 
executor to God’s will, For I contend that the hu- 
man family are minors until the dissolution of the 
body. Iask what merit would there be in an exe- 
cutor that should keep the heirs out of the inherit- 
ance which their father had willed to them, after 
they had become of age ? I answer none :—it would 
be a dishonour rather than merit. But Christ never 
claimed any merit for executing the will of God : for 
he never pretended to perform more than his duty. 
His office was to execute the will of God in behalf of 
his brethren, and that will is (not shall be, at some 
period in a future state ; perhaps at a vast distance) 
eternal life to all the children of God’s creation. 
PLAIN TRUTH. 


I am of a contrary opinion. 


INTENDED INQUISITION. 

Under this head we have concluded to insert a 
Crracuiar, which, without date, or the names of its 
authors, has been sent to almost every part of our 
country, and whose avowed design is to exert a se- 
cret influence in favour of an aspiring, greedy and 
domineering Clergy. 

When this tract first fell into our hands, we 
thought it a well written burlesque on the greedy 
avarice of a large portion of the American Clergy : 
Nor are we entirely satisfied that such is not the fact. 
Be this, however, as it may, there are evidences, too 
plain to.be denied, that an alarming portion of the 
Clergy are exerting every means within their power 
to effect a union of Church and State; to secure 
their salaries out of the national treasury, and to dic- 
tate a religious creed to the present and future gen- 
erations of our country. 

Such appearances should put every freeman upon 
his guard, awake the most determined perseverance 
in support of religious liberty, and light up the 
frowns of honest indignation against every attempt 
at religious intolerance and oppression. 

The following is the Circular alluded to, accom- 
panied with appropriate remarks from the Cayuga 
Patriot. 


'iplication of all. and. partic 





defence of civil and religious liberty, we deem it our 
purty to pe it, that the whole cay the peo-. 
ple may be aware of a secret and most 

cy, to raise up a religious oligarchy, and gradually to 
advance a state of things, which must essentially 
change the nature and principles of our government. 

As the editor of a political newspaper, we have 
never interfered in religious matters, whilst religion 
kept within its proper bounds ; and we pledge our- 
selves that we will never so interfere, from motives 
of friendship or hostility, to this or that religious sect 
or denomination, nor in any case, except when we 
conceive that some grand principle of public liberty 
is put in jeopardy by those who labor to aggrandize 
themselves and their order, at the expense of every 
thing dear to American citizens. But when circum- 
stances require, regardless of personal consequences 
to ourselves, we shall breast the shock of infuriate 
zeal, strip the hypocrite of his assumed garb, and 
sound a tocsin of alarm, which will rouse to action 
the sleeping energies of the people. 

We see pretences indirectly set up, similar to 
those advanced by the French government and -the 
Spanish clergy, previous to the invasion of Spain for 
the overthrow of the constitutional government.— 
By telling us of the hurtful influence of disaffected 
clergymen during the late war, and of the blessed 
effects “ when wars and troubles come,” of having 
**the moral and-religious influence of so respectable 
an order as a faithful and united ecclesiastical body,” 
exerted in preaching the doctrines of passive obedi- 
ence to the government that pays them, we are giv- 
en, negatively and indirectly, but pretty clearly, to 
understand that unless church and state are connect- 
ed and the clergy provided for by government, their 
“influence” will be directed in conjunction with the 
bayonets of the holy alliance, to ruin our fair country 
and overthrow our liberties, and bring upon us all 
the evils of Spanish poverty, slavery and religious 
bigotry. 

The writer intimates plainly enough, that we are 
to have a kind of inqguistiion with the new order of 
things, by telling us those whom the national estab- 
lishment may accuse of “ infidelity” are to be “ borne 
down and overpowered” by ** numerical force,” and 
that it will be the “ business of government,” to pro- 
duce unanimity anc concord both in our civil and re- 
ligious institutions. 

Whether this circular is the work of some relig- 
ious order, or of the emissaries of the holy alliance, 
and whether the attempt to introduce religious tracts 
imto our common schools on the authority of govern- 
ment was intended to pave the way for a union of 
church and state ; and also how far the petitions for 
closing the canal locks and stopping the stages and 
steam-boats on the Sabbath, were intended to bring 
the legislatare under the influence of the clergy, and 
familiarize the people to legislation in matters of re- 
ligion—by this insidious circular the reader may 
judge as wellas we. We here place it before the 
public ; we have discharged our duty ; it belongs to 
our brother editors, and to the people to discharge 
theirs. 

CIRCULAR. 

“The present aspect of the times furnishes to an 
attentive observer, a clear presentiment of the ap- 
proaching state of the religious world. Who would 
have believed, even twenty years since, that Pres- 
byterians, Episcopalians, Baptists, Methodists, &c. 
would have joined to deliberate at this day, on the 
best plan for iting Christian knowl 
of forming Missionary and Tract Societies ? 

A. spirit 
more ruling and reigning 
aby ott Theological Seminaries, Bible, Missionary 
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sions, generally, and awakened christian 
wall every whiee, eider a well | 
particularly the latter, by the 


edge, and | @ 


of brotherly love and concord is more and | 
igning in the hearts of our coun-| tr 


which are every where increas- ; 
| ing, have produced and extended Sater baie 
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establishment of a National Tract Society at New- 
York, under the united care and supe! lence of 
tions. 

It is by these means, we see so many of our first 
men becoming converts more and more to the Chris- 
tian faith, and devoted to the interest of Bible, Miss- 
ionary and Tract Societies. At the seat of shim 
Government we see Congress electing Chaplains in 
rotation, to offer up prayers for the success of their 
deliberations. While we witness such concert among 
the higher orders of society, as to religious worship, 
with a favorable disposition to the distribution of re- 
ligious tracts, properly composed, we have good 
right to conclude, it will issue in a wise National 
Creed, and that the most pious and enlightened men 
in our country will see the impropriety of sending 
out Missionaries and Divines to preach the word of 
Life, with discordant and conflicting views. 

This pious unanimity and zeal will be apt to pro. 
duce its own temporal reward. See the want of it 
in the late war, when the infiuence of many disaf- 
fected Glergymen was powerfully and successfully 
exerted to paralyze the energy and operations of 
government. ‘They were not then allowed to fecl 
and enjoy the benefits which their religious labors 
might confer upon their country. 

By enlisting moral and religious, and consequently 
numerical force in the cause of Religion, all the op- 
position of infidelity will be borne down and overpow- 
ered. Until those collisions and conflicts of opinion, 
growing out of the same christian belief shall be an- 
nihilated or greatly abated, our country in times of 
distress and danger, may be divided and distracted 
by religious feuds and quarrels. Zhe business of 
government, ought, as much as possible, and may be 
practicable to preduce unanimity and concord, both 
in our civil and religious institutions. 

As sure as the force of circumstances produces 
order and system in the world, and as sure as therc 
is a tendency and gravitation in natural and physical 
bodies towards each other, so sure, in the moral and 
religious world, will the lesser bodies or sects be at- 
tached to the largest. Among refractory and apos- 
tate spirits, opposition may be expected, but it will 
be made to yield to the power and influence of evan- 
gelical truth. 

A reference to the state of christianity in Zngland, 
furnishes an ample solution to this position. A great 
majority of the people there are reconciled to the 
established order, and unite in giving their support t o 
the State. I do not say this because I am an Epis- 
copalian, fér I am not ; but to force the necessity of 
unanimity in the prevailing religion of the state ; or 
to make it JVational mm its form, tendency and opera- 
tion ; since that be considered ort which 
has the most adherents, who are made so by birth, edu- 
cation or accident ; as each sect pretends from  scip- 
ture, to derive proof of its system. It is the force of 
circumstances we have been speaking of, which has 
produced the LEstabhshed Relig. ion of England—the 
choice of its people, and which is necessary to its 
peace—the security of its government, and strength 


of the nation. 

What a beneficial in would it have on public 
sentiment and feeling, if the index of its character 
should be ished by a more national ‘costume, 
which would be solemn and imposing, and such as 
would secure to the sacerdotal character, that rever- 
ence which is due _. bese 1 eagent 
Pp prepared and arran proved ol by 

swajuatee ct the nation might be pap to correspond 
it in other respects. Will it be believed, that 
any of the leading sects of this coun- 
of government if offered 
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to a consoudattc 

orms of worship, : 
= which may eventually bring about a convention- 
a} arrangement as to a settled form. These aly , 
tions may be further realized, in securing from - 
gress an sation of a portion of the public lands, 
to alimited, yet sufficient number of the clergy, and for 
a well defined course of ion. nie 

Is it not well to provide guards and securities, in 
time, against those innovations and convulsions, 
which may endanger our social state ? When wars 
and troubles come, is it nothing to know the moral 
and religious influence of so respectable an order, as 
a faithful and. ecclesiastical body will be cxerted, 
where its interest and duty dictate, in explaning and 
inculcating the duties, in conciliating tie icelings, 
and uniting the energies of a country against a com- 
mon enemy ? And what in such an event, can tend 
so much to strengthen the arms of Government, aid 
draw them to each other, as to compensate the labors 
of religious servants faithfully devoted to its vicws ! 
in the sunshine when no perplexities assail us, we 
are not to calculate upon an unchangeable state of 
things. The progress of events which are fast trans- 
piring and developing themselves, furnish the best 
comment on the writer’s views. They are plainly 
disclosed in declaring the object of this circular to 
be, the grand amalgamation of all religious sects and 
parties.” —_ 

As a rebut to the foregoing illegitimate, weak- 
minded, and fanatical circular, we publish. the fol- 
lowing extract from an address, delivered at Pitts- 
field, Mass. on the commemoration of American In- 
dependence, by Rev John Leland, one of the oldest 
and most influential Baptist ministers in this country. 

‘One thing remains undone in this Common- 
wealth, viz. fo plice religion on ils proper footing. 
Before the revolution, many of the colomes had re- 
ligious establishments among them. Rhode-Island, 
New-York and Pennsylvania-had none. _ During the 
war or since its close, all the old states have altered 
their constitutions and revised their laws, to place re- 
ligion where it ought to be; except Mass. All the new 
states that have been formed since the revolution, 
nave left religion to stand on its own merits. 

“Instead of the second and third articles of our 
declaration of rights, if something like the following 
was inserted, it would be highly gratifying, to one at 
least—I believe to many thousands. 

“The legislature have no right, and shall assume 
no power, to establish any religion—force any man 
to support any—give one religious sect any prefer- 
ence to any other—proscribe any man for heresy— 
appoint any holy days for worship—compel any man 
to attend public worship or cease from labor—give 
any legal reward for religious services—or require 
any religious test, to qualify for office.’ 

_ “This proposed amendment may be viewed in the 
light of licentiousness by some ; and as bordering 
on blasphemy by others ; the substance of it, howev- 
er, is adopted in all the states except Massachusetts, 
and enjoyed in the city of Boston, in distinction of 
other towns in the Commonwealth. 

** Almost two centuries Roger Williams was 
» ejected from Salem, and banished from Massachu- 
 Setts, for contending for the same doctrine,—that 
- Tulers, in their official capacity, had nothing to do 
. with religion. The contrary opinion prevailed in the 

colony—that my apres a divine right to pre- 
_ scribe religion for the people, and that magistrates 
had the same right to judge of doctrines and their 
» tendencies, This claim occasioned the Baptists to 

_ be whipp’d, the Quakers to be hanged, and the 
_ Witches to be gibbeted ! Admit of the principle, that 
ous opinions are objects of civil government, 
) or any ways under its control, and the broad stair is 
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“plead for rational re igious liberty, {would chase the 


elon from his den and roast him in the flames.” 

{America has, for about half a century, stood alike 
the object of European admiration and envy, not 
only on account of her political, but still more on ac- 
count of her religious liberties. The injured, honest, 
manly and enlightened sons of liberty, who have on 
that account been oppressed and persecuted, by the 
cowardly brood of despotism, have fled from the mad- 
dened zeal of blinded bigots, and found in the Uni- 
ted States of America, that peaceful retreat, which 
consoled their hearts, wounded by separation. from 
all the endeared affinities of country and friends, 
But should the ill-fated day arrive, on which an ille- 
gal oligarchy of religion and politics, should darken 
ihe fair heavens of America, * farewell, a long fare- 
well, to all her greatness /”? Rather than appropriate 
lands for the support of the clergy, which even have 
become lazy, ignorant, and intolerant, in proportion 
to their wealth and political influence, we would 
strenuously recommend to Congress and every lover 
of religious and political liberty in these United Sates, 
to raise, by every possible means, even vast sums of 
money and an extensive fleet, to ship off in thou- 
sands the admirers of the Ferdinands and the Inqui- 
sition. }— Uni. 


The London Literary Gazette informs us that the | 


Pope has, after the following fashion, undertaken the 
Conversion of the Jews.—The monarch of the tri- 
ple crown has lately issued an Edict, of which the 
following is an extract :—In order the better to 
spread the light of the gospel amongst the Israelites, 
the measures taken durnng the time of Pope Cle- 
ment VILL. to compel Jews to attend Catholic ser- 
mons, and which only was interrupted by the recent 
political events to which Italy has been a prey, are 
re-established from the date of first March last.”— 
The Edict afterwards orders “three hundred Jews 
to attend sermon every Saturday evening ; and that 
according to their turn, there shall be amongst them 
100 individuals aged from 12 to 13 years, and 50 
girls and women of the same age. Each time thata 
Jew misses sermon when it is his turn to attend, he 
shall pay a fine of five paoli; no excuse will be ad- 
mitted : if the oldest Jews do not denounce the de- 
faulters, they shall be fined thirty scudi. 
tians who insult the Jews when they are at church 
shall be birched, or incur other pains, according as 
the circumstances are more or less grave.” 
REMARKS. 

The above is a fair specimen of that spirit which 
prevails throughout christendom. The Pope, to be 
sure, is a litle more open and fair than our Ameri- 
can divines, and unless he is obeyed implicitly, lays 
his hand on the purse-strings of heretics, while our 
purse proud, and spiritually proud, and self styled 
orthodox popes, lay claim to the cash of the goats 
first, and secondly destroy their characters by calling 
them “infidel,” &c. On the whole, we heretics 
have, in one sense, some reason to covet the condi- 
tion of the Jews, for they sustain the loss of their 


money only, while ten to one we lose our cash and | 


incur the vengeance of orthodoxy in the bargain. 
But we have oue blessing for which we thank God, 
We may think as we please, the anathemas of bigots 
to the contrary notwithstanding ! 


FROM THE RESTORATIONIST. 

= CALVIN, vs. ARMINIUS, 
Messrs. Enrrors.—After attending an evening 
lecture, where the endless, excruciating tofture of 
the’damined was the theme en which the speaker 


} seemed to dwell with exquisite delight, I returned 


home, and retired to rest, but found my thoughts in- 
clined to roll on “awful subjects.” Sleep, however, 
insensibly stole upon me, and I soon fell into the fol- 


lowing dream, which is at your disposal. 


The Chris- | 


the skies, where the great apostle to the Gentiles 
sat upon the bench to hear and decide a case be- 
tween Calvin and Arminius. After these twe cham- 
pions of endless, unmerciful torment had stated and 
defended their respective systems in long and elo- 
quent speeches, the case was submitted to’ the 
court, when the venerable apostle arose, and thus 
addressed the contending parties :-~“ Unfeeling and 
fallible creatures, ‘ ye do err, not knowing the scrip- 
tures, nor the power of God.’ Though your systems 
are, in many respects, opposed to each other, they 
both aim at the same horrid object ; the ruin of 
God’s character, and the destruction of man’s happi- 
ness. Itis hardly necessary to decide which is the 
most consistent, when they equally tend to deprive 
God of his goodness, and his Son of his glory, by 
imparting unutterable anguish to the greater part of 
mankind. If any of the human family are eternally 
torménted, it matters not whether they are cast off 
by the unalterable decrees of God, or by the uncon- 
trollable agency of man, given by God for that very 
purpose, their pain or suffering is still the same.— 
Both schemes, therefore, are alike dishonourable to 
God and horrid to his offspring. All that is destruc- 
tive to equity or repugnant to justice, all that is re- 
pulsive in principle or vindictive in practice, is as- 
cribed to the Father of our spirits on either system. 
The principal difference between the two systems 
appears to be this :—With Calvin, God reigns a ty- 
/rant over universal nature ; with Arminius the self- 
| determining power of the human will is on the throne 
of the Universe. The system of Calvin is more fair, 
compact, and consistent ; that of Arminius more sub- 
‘tle, evasive, and contradictory. —The former appears 
"worse to superficial observation ; the latte excels it 
in deformity when strictly examined. Calvin rep- 
_resents God as a partial, unfeeling, all-powerful sove- 





reign, who does his pleasure throughout immensity ; 

Arminius represents him as an impotent, mutable 
| Being, who is willing to make the best he can of 
creation, but is defeated in almost every instance.— 
Calvin represents God as a lion destitute of disguise ; 
_Armiuius as a tiger in the garb ofa lamb, The former 

considers the salvation of the elect as certain ; the 
latter has no security for any human being. The one 
| makes salvation depend on the energies of the divine 
spirit ; the other on the fickle will of fallible mortals. 
Calvin teaches us that God created some for ineffable 
torments ; Arminius that he created all to try an ex- 
periment. Sinners are lost on’ one system by God’s 
fixed decree ; on the other by man’s uncontrollable 
agency given by God for that very purpose. Cal- 
vin’s God could save all, but would not; the God of 
Arminius would save all, but could not. But you 


both worship Gods of your own creation. 
‘‘ God’s partial, changeful, passionate, a, 
« Whom gitibanlip Ges allbe semcape, aa host 
Both fabl’d ‘monsters of so frightful mien  ~ 
“ As, to be hated, need but to be seen.” 


You both yepresent the greater part of mankind as 
being infinite losers by their existence. Your sys 
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ae alate, and withing in alt the Bikes: ag 
oniés of eternal déath, and at the same time they 
will ascribe glory and—But I cannot endure the hor- 
rid picture. A brief statement of such inhuman 
views, would rob heaven of its happiness, and clothe 
angels in sackcloth.” 

Here the legate of heaven ended his address ; 
when the murderer of Servetus in the very spirit of 
his doctrine, threatened both Arminius and St. Paul 
with those flames with which he formerly destroyed 
the life of the Spanish physician, in accents so re- 
vengeful and terrific, that I rose from my pillow, and 
so ended the reverie. Cc. H. 


INTEMPERANCE. 


We have seldom seen a more powerful appeal to 
the understanding and feelings than is contained in 
the following extract from an address delivered by 
John Holmes, Esq. before the members of Saco 
Lodge.—Boston Gulaxy. 

“‘ Temperance is a Masonic virtue. And let it be 
held in everlasting’ remembrance, that intemperance 
is a most fatal and destructive vice. The tempfa- 
tions and delusions of this adversary of our peace, 
the treacherous arts by which it flatters us from the 
paths of rectitude, and the syren song by which it 
lures us into its foul embrace, surpass the powers of 
description. The cursed, fascinating, fatal charm 
by which it binds the faculties, captivates the heart 
and perverts and paralyzes the understanding, is mat- 
ter of the profoundest astonishment. Before the 
danger is discovered, escape is hopeless and the wil- 
ling victim irretrievably lost. Floating gently down 
a smooth and delightful current, towards the brink 
of tremendous cataracts, he sees no necessity of re- 
sisting its force, perceives not its increase, nor re- 
flects that he is approaching the danger. Every 
moment the power and inclination to resist diminish, 
while the danger is increased, He approaches, per- 
ceives the dashing, hears the roaring and feels the 
trembling. ‘The current is accelerated, it becomes 
irresistible, he is hurried to the brink, the abyss 
yawns, he is swallowed in the vortex and lost for 
ever. Is the charm irresistible ? Does the malady 
admit no cure? Is the calamity imevitable ? Can 
nothing be done by masons to prevent it? Yes. Let 
them administer correction with the hand of friend- 
ship. Let'the admonition be honest, faithful and 
seasonable, To provide against possible danger, let 
them often try the experiment upon themselves, to 
discover the first symptoms of the contagion. 

They will pardon my zeal for it is in the cause of 
humanity. I am pleading for the disconsolate moth- 
er, the hapless orphan, and the broken-hearted and 
distracted wife. I come with the tears of disappoin- 
ted love and the anguish of the wounded heart. I 
plead in the name and behalf of suffering virtue, 
neglected and abandoned for rével and riot. Tim- 
agine I hear a voice from the dark and dismal man- 
sions of the dead, saying, ‘*O ye sons of dissipation 
and excess! ye prodigals, who riot and wanton with 
the gifts of a bounteous Providence ! come and be- 
hold the companions of your revels, the victims of 
your folly. See the father’s pride and mother’s joy, 
snatched from theix embrace and hutried headlong 





Ti 8a ee eects Woes See the flower fe and. 


beauty shedding its fragrance and displaying its glo- 
ry ; but ere the morning dew has escaped on. the 


breeze, it sickens, withers and dies. Here the object | 


of virtuous affection ; there the promise of conrubi- 
al bliss ; this is the hope of his country, and that the 
encouragement and consolation of religion—all poi- 
soned by intemperance, all doomed to a premature 
and disgraceful death. Look at these and be ad- 
monished.” : 


GOSPEL WORSHIP. 
BY BERNARD BARTON. 
Ifow glorious, O God! must thy temple have been, 
On the day of its first dedication, 
When the Cherubim’s wings widely waving were 
seen 
On high, o’er the ark’s holy station ; 


When even the chosen of Levi, though skill’d 
To minister standing before thee, 

Retir’d from the cloud which the temple then fill’d, 
And the glory made Israel adore thee. 


Though awfully grand was thy majesty then, 
Yet the worship thy gospel discloses, 

Less splendid in pomp to the vision of men, 
Far surpasses the ritual of Moses. 


And by whom was that ritual forever repealed ? 
But by Him unto whom it was given 

To enter the Oracle, where is revealed, 
Not the cloud but the brightness of heaven. 


Who, having once enter’d hath shown us the way, 
O Lord ! how to worship before thee ; 

Not with shadowy forms of that earlicr day, 
But in spirit and truth to adore thee ! 


This, this is the worship that Jesus made known, 
When she of Samaria found him 

By the patriarch’s well, sitting weary, alone, 
With the stillness of noon-tide around him. 


How sublime, yet how simple, the homage he taught 
To her, who inquired by that fountain, 

If Jenovan at Solyma’s shrine would be sought ? 
Or ador’d on Samaria’s mountain ? 


Woman ! believe me, the hour is near, 
When Hg, if ye rightly would hail him, 
Will neither be worshipped exclusively here, 

Nor yet at the altar of Salem. 


For God is a Spirit! and they, who aright 
Would perform the pure worship he loveth, 

In the heart’s holy temple will seek, with delight, 
That spirit the Father approveth. 


And many that prophecy’s truth can declare, 
Whose bosoms have livingly known it ! 

Whom God hath instructed to worship him there, 
And convinced that his mercy will own it! ~~ 


The temple that Solomon built to his name, 
Now lives but in history’s story ; 
Extinguish’d long since is its altar’s bright flame, . 
And vanish’d each glimpse of its glory =~. ~ 


But the Christian made wise by a wisdom divine, 





Fowl aioe ric ap 
| Stilt finds in his heart a fir holier shrine; 
Where the fire burns unquench’d on the altar. 
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We learn with much pleasure that the Eastern 


scriptions or contributions for the printing of cheap 
religious tracts, inculcating the purest morality, or 
explaining the difficult parts of the scriptures ina 
clear and edifying manner. They speak most feel- 
ingly of the moral waste in their bounds, and through- 
out the state, and very judiciously attribute its ster- 
ility to the want of correct information on the subject 
of universal grave, We hail the formation of this 
society as an auspicious omen, and hope the Univer- 

salists throughout the connexion may follow-so praise - 
worthy an example. By the adoption of this course, 
every part of the community might learn our senti- 
ments, and thereby entertain a just opinion of our 
faith, while the young and uninformed among us 
might receive the most valuable instruction with lit- 
tle expense. It is hoped these suggestions may not 
be forgotten, but come before the General Conven- 
tion, and effect some good, ‘That an object, so de- 
sirable as the formation of tract societies throughout 
our bounds may be accomplished, let all the socie- 
ties send delegates to the Convention, and instruct 
them to urge the adoption of this proposal in the 
most efficient manner. As the Convention meets on 
the 21st inst. this subject should obtain immediate 


consideration. Lnquirer. 


ap The necessary engagements of the Editor 
have prevented the appearance of the review of Mr. 
Fisk’s examination this week. 

OP Several explanations, requested by our friends, 
shall be furnished as the Editor can find sufficient 


leisure. 





7 MARRIED, 


In this town, on the 24th ult. by Rev. Mr. Wilson, 
Mr. Aaron Thayer, Jr. to Miss Mary-Ann Beers. 

In Smithfield, by Rev. Mr. Gano, Mr. William H. 
Cooke, to Miss Caroline Jencks, daughter of John 
Jencks, Esq. of Smithfield. 

In Foster, on Sunday evening last, Rev. John 
mat of Killingly, Con. to Mrs. Esther Jones, of 

oster 
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DIED, 
In this town, 31st ult, Mr, Thomas Cranston, aged 


about 80 
last, Avisa Eliza, infant daugh- 


On Sunda morni 
ter of Mr. 

lat, Miss Sarah M’Neal, daugh- 
in her 21st year 


On Sunday 
Hhuabeti daughter 
of shemeaiaat fre lon in her 15th 


ter eke Sebi ie’ 
On Tuesday, Mrs. Wardwell, a aged 63, wife 
eh: Stephen i a of Mr. Ab 
ue ) Au A Ta- 
ham Silvey aged'10 10 ce yi ae 
‘At FalbRiver, Miss Elizabeth Valentine, eldest 
of William Velantet, Esq: of this town, 





